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1. Answer any two of the following questions:                                      2x10= 20 

(a) Discuss Dryden’s Essay on Dramatic Poesie as a polemical discourse on British Drama in 
the Eighteenth century. 

(b)  How does Wordsworth describe a poet in the Preface to Lyrical Ballads? Discuss. 

 (c)  Write an essay on Coleridge’s theory of imagination as developed in Chapter XIII of 

BiographiaLiteraria. 

 (d) Critically comment on Shelley’s arguments in A Defence of Poetry that the poets are 

“the unacknowledged legislators of the world.” 

(e)  Critically explain with reference to Eliot's essay "The Metaphysical Poets" why he 
upholds the fidelity of thought and feeling. 

2. Answer any four of the following questions:                                           4x5= 20 

(a) Critically comment on Neander’s role in defending English drama with reference to his 
arguments  

 (b) Discuss Lisideius’s arguments for the superiority of French drama with reference to the 
Three Unities. 

(c) How does Essay on Dramatic Poesie compare the Classical and the Contemporary British 
Drama in the Eighteenth century? 

(d) Why did Wordsworth choose ‘humble and rustic life’ as the subject of his poetry? 

 (e)  How does Coleridge define a poem in Chapter XIV of BiographiaLiteraria? 

(f) Do you subscribe to Shelley’s argument that poetry needs to have a moral purpose? 

Substantiate your views. 



(g) Do you think that Shelley’s arguments in A Defence of Poetry are more emotional than 
intellectual? Justify your views. 

(h). Briefly explain why Eliot opined that Hamlet’s “problems” were a failure on 
Shakespeare’s part to manage his poetic material as effectively as he could have. 

 

 

 

 


